POET FOCUS RESEARCH PAPER - Pre-AP
Due: ________________________

Objectives: 
	To correctly document an informative paper with a works cited page adhering to MLA.  

To indicate an ability to recognize literary elements in poetry AND show their overall effect on the poem.
To correctly identify the theme of poetry.


The parts of the project are as follows:
	Collect biographical data on a poet. 

Read many poems by the poet, and select TWO for analysis and presentation (TPCASTT).
Read literary criticism about the poet.
Do an oral presentation on the poet.
Do a written, documented, revised, and edited presentation on the poet.
Observe and evaluate the work of other students.

Part One:  Biographical Data (30 points for biography/30 points for works cited)

1.  Locate and copy/print biographical data on your selected poet.  You must use a minimum of two sources:  one electronic and one print.  Be sure to record all pertinent citation information. GRADING FOCUS WILL BE BASED PRIMARILY ON FORMAT AND DOCUMENTATION

2.  Write your own biography of the poet using your sources.  You will write this in THIRD person. Be sure to use the author’s LAST name in every reference after the first.  You must include at least two short direct quotes (one electronic and one print)—less than three lines when you type it.  (No one has to SAY it for it to be a quote.  You just have to copy word for word.) All information which you got from sources must be documented.  We will review internal documentation in class.

3.  Construct a works cited page for your biography. (FORMAT IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE!)

Part Two:  Poetry      (25 points)

1.  Read as many poems as possible by your poet.
2.  Select your two favorite poems and copy them (being sure to include bibliographical data)
3.  Highlight and annotate each poem, paying special attention to the poet’s use of detail.  Notice syntactical and poetic devices used in the poem including but not limited to assonance, alliteration, consonance, asyndeton, polysyndeton, onomatopoeia, anaphora, and other literary terms from your terminology list.  Also note imagery, point of view, diction, symbolism, allusion and other literary techniques.   Use TPCASTT to annotate your poem—we will discuss TPCASTT in class.   If you research your poem to find these techniques, be sure to document your sources on a works consulted page.  Gale group and Sparknotes are both very useful to help your research.

	Select one poem to present to the class.


Part Three:  Oral Presentation (15 points)
*You will create a PowerPoint, Prezi, etc. presentation to visually present your information to the class.  You can earn up to five bonus points if you know how to incorporate interesting technology.*
a.  Biographical data
	Tell pertinent/interesting information about the poet.

Use at least one prop (can bring it in or do use a picture from online) that symbolizes something about the poet or poem.
	Show a picture of the poet (make sure to cite the picture).
b. Poetry presentation
	Read the poem aloud to the class (or play an audio of the poem from iTunes/YouTube, etc.).

Guide the class through an analysis of the poem, incorporating insight gained from literary techniques and bibliographical data.  FOCUS on elements of TPCASTT.
c..  Reflection
	In your own words, explain what you learned about yourself, poetry, and your poet during the course of the project.


You may explore the following websites or any other sources, including your textbook, for poets.  

http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/country/America/American_poets.html
http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/
http://www.poetry.org/famous.htm
http://www.love-poems.me.uk/
http://www.cummingsstudyguides.net/

DISCLAIMER:  Although the sites are very useful for researching your project, I DO NOT have control over the advertisers on the site.

My favorites:
Angelou, Maya
Blake, William
Bradstreet, Anne
Browning, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, Robert
Bryant, William Cullen
Burns, Robert
Byron, (Lord)
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor
cummings ee
Dickinson, Emily
Donne, John
Eliot, T.S.
 
Frost, Robert
Hughes, Langston
Keats, John
Masters, Edgar Lee
Plath, Sylvia
Pound, Ezra
Robinson, Edwin Arlington
Sandburg, Carl
Shelley, Percy Bysse
Spenser, Edmund
Tennyson, Lord Alfred
Whitman, Walt
Wordsworth, William
Yeats, William Butler





